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Let us Pray for Peace in the World
and Peace in Each of our Hearts!
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My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
And my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.
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Dear Associates, Friends and Brothers,

Prayerful greetings from Villa Montfort!

As we are eagerly waiting for the Christ's birth which
marks the fulfilment of God's promise of a Saviour, we are
invited for a deeper spiritual preparation through prayer,
reflection, and charity. Jesus came to bring peace, hope, and
salvation to a broken world. His humble birth in a manger
highlights the value of simplicity and humility. Christ bridges
the gap between humanity and God, reconciling us through
love. He brought light into a world darkened by sin and
despair. The incarnation of Christ is the greatest sign of
Emmanuel-“God with us.” At the close of the Jubilee year
Christmas 2025 — a beacon of hope invites us to open our
hearts to faith, love and service.

God is always a God of Peace. He wants his people to be
peaceful. Prophet [saiah thus says, “ For a Child is given to us,
his name will be Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace” (Is 9-6).
Unfortunately, we are caught up in a world that is pausing to
remember that Christ is the Prince of Peace. Our world leaders
fail to recognise that world peace ensures the safety and
dignity of every human being and allows nations to grow
through cooperation, not conflict.
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Peace promotes justice, equality, and mutual respect and
above all it creates an environment where education and
development can flourish. Without peace, fear, violence, and
hatred dominate the society. Peace encourages dialogue and
understanding among cultures and religions. It helps to protect
the environment by reducing war-driven destruction. It is the
foundation for true progress and lasting happiness. As
followers of Christ, we are called to be peacemakers in a
divided world.

The Jubilee Year 2025 marks a sacred time of renewal,
grace, and mercy. It has invited the faithful to rediscover the
joy of Christ and the Gospel. Pilgrims across the world have
journeyed in faith, seeking forgiveness and peace. The Jubilee
has reminded us of God's infinite mercy and unconditional
love. It was a time to heal wounds, reconcile with others, and
renew our mission.

The Holy Doors were symbols of open hearts and new
beginnings. We were called to be witnesses of hope in a broken
and divided world. Acts of charity and compassion have
become our way of celebrating Christ. As the Jubilee closes,
we carry its spirit into our daily lives. Let us continue to walk
with Christ, proclaiming His love to the ends of the earth.

Let's look up to our Mother Mary and pray the Rosary
that she may intercede the Prince of Peace for Peace in our
lives and in the world.

Merry Christmas and Joyful New Year!
May God bless you all!
In Christ,
Rev. Bro. A. John Britto, sg
Provincial Superior.

Nanban Magazine edited by : Montfortian Gabrielite Associates Commission, Trichy Province.
Bro. 1. John Xavier, s.g., Bro. M. James William, s.g., Bro. S. Jesu Raja, s.g.,
Mr. L. Arokiadoss, Mr. A. Bosco and Mr. M. Asin Thangaraj.

Released by : Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel, Province of Trichy.
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You are Eternal !

Birth is not the beginning of life. Death is not the end of
life. Life is eternal. You are eternal. Birth appears to be the
beginning and death appears dreadful and creates
tantrums in the human mind. It is only because life passes
through time and space. And reason is unable to fathom
life.

Humans are fearful of death mostly because of their
narrow attachments. Otherwise, it should have been a
joyful encounter. Death should be a blissful transition.
“Fear not those who can kill the body. But they are not able
tokill the soul.” (Mt. 10:28)

Religion will teach you detachment to replace attachments.
No, expand you attachments. Expand it to the brims.
Move from you to the other; always and everywhere!
When you enhance your attachments, you already
experience the limitless eternity.

Fearlessness is the path to liberation. Fear of death is
the cause of all other fears in human existence.

Fear creates panic. In a panic, humans hold on to fragile
hangers. Some accumulate money. Some cling on to
power. Some trust wars. Some collet followers. They give
a defective sense of eternity. Convinced, they use shortcuts
to achieve them.

You are already eternal. What should you seek further?
Therefore, behave like God. “Be perfect like your
heavenly father is perfect!” (Mt. 5:48)
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Be benevolent. Break the boundaries of your selective
sympathy and become ominpresent.

Reread Kahlil Gibran, “The trembling river fears the
ocean it would inevitably arrive. It fears that it will
disappear into it. No, it is not disappearing but becoming
the ocean!”

Rev. Fr. Leonard, CSC
Vellakulam, Trichy Dt.

“The free gift of God is
Eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

- Romans 6:23

TO THE KIND ATTENTION OF ALL THE WRITERS ...

Your kind contribution of your reflections, poems, drawings
and articles could be based on the Word of God, the events and
activities of the Church, the services and projects of
Montfortian Gabrielite Associates, the life and the spirituality

of St. Louis Marie de Montfort, his loving services,
the efforts he took in building the Kingdom of God,
values of his consecrated life and
features of his writings and books.

Kindly send all your writings and works to the
email id : montfortnanbanpot@gmail.com
before 25.12.2025. The next issue of
NANBAN MAGAZINE : JAN - APR 2026. Thank you !
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FRIENDS OF THE CROSS:
A CALL TO COURAGEOUS HOLINESS IN THE
SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS-MARIE DE MONTFORT
By Bro. Jesuraja, sg

Inthe heart of Christian discipleship lies a mystery that
many shy away from-the Cross. Yet, for St. Louis-Marie de
Montfort, the Cross is not merely a symbol of suffering but
a royal path to holiness, a mark of divine friendship, and
the true sign of a disciple of Jesus. His powerful letter,
Friends of the Cross, written in 1714, continues to speak to
us today-religious Brothers, teachers, and lay associates-
inviting us to embrace our crosses with love, faith, and
supernatural joy.

ASPIRITUAL BROTHERHOOD OF THE CROSS

Montfort envisioned a spiritual movement-a holy
society of Friends of the Cross-a group of committed
Christians who would not run from suffering but accept it
as a gift, seeing it as participation in the sufferings of
Christ. To be a “Friend of the Cross,” he said, is to be a true
follower of Jesus crucified, and not just a Christian by
name.

He wrote: "You are the salt of the earth. You are the
truedisciples of a crucified God.”

This is a profound message for us today, especially in a
culture that seeks comfort, ease, and popularity.
Montfort's words challenge every educator, religious, and
layperson. Are we forming young people to carry the
Crossortoavoidit?

SUFFERING: ASCHOOL OF LOVE AND FORMATION
For St. Louis de Montfort, suffering is not punishment,

but a means of purification and transformation. He invites
us to see suffering not with human eyes, but with eyes of
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faith. As religious Brothers and educators, we are often
faced with difficulties: misunderstanding, tiredness, lack
of recognition, and even spiritual dryness. Instead of
fleeing from them, Montfort calls us to embrace these
trials as opportunities to grow in virtue.

He says: "You are walking along the same path that
Hetrod beforeyou. Itis the narrow path thatleads to life.”

This spirituality is especially relevant for teachers and
lay associates who labour daily in classrooms, parishes,
and communities. Our crosses may be small and hidden,
but when offered with love, they become redemptive.

MARY: OUR GUIDE ON THE WAY OF THE CROSS

True to Montfortian spirituality, the Cross is never
separated from Mary, the Mother of Sorrows. She stood
faithfully at the foot of the Cross, sharing in the Passion of
her Son. To be a Friend of the Crossis also to be a true child
of Mary, who teaches us how to suffer with love, humility,
and total surrender.

Let us not forget that Montfort's own motto was: “God
Alone.”

He teaches us to detach from worldly glory and cling
only to Christ Crucified, through Mary. Our mission as
religious and lay educators is not just academic or
pastoral; itis profoundly spiritual and sacrificial.
ACALLFORTODAY

As members of the Montfortian family in India, we are
called torevive the spirit of the Friends of the Cross.

This means:
* Livingthe Gospelradically and joyfully
*  Acceptingtrials as gifts

* Being countercultural witnesses in a world that
avoids suffering
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* Forming young people with hearts ready for mission,
sacrifice,and holiness

* Livingin communion with Mary, our Mother and Model

Let us encourage one another, as Montfort did:
“Courage, Friends of the Cross! Fight bravely in the
footsteps of the crucified Jesus.”

May we, the Montfortian family-Brothers, teachers, lay
associates-become true Friends of the Cross, walking with

Christ, carrying our crosses daily, and helping others carry
theirs.

May Jesus Christ be loved in every heart, through
Mary. Amen.

“No Cross!
What a Cross!”

- St. Montfort

TIPS ST THAN D HDNNTDT SN HBDS !
LDITevoTL- GLIMITL. [H6T0TLIEN S5L60 WD QUMTTSHENSEHEM6ITLI LIHNLLI
ibsementa6it, Hhleneuullet BsLDe)S6IT DHMILD SFWEOLITBSET,
womevor GUmTS gleu sLAfGWeL mevorLiaerflesr
Lewfl&6iT LDHMILD E\FWIEOSL L Mhig6iT GLDEYILD
yefs enu i Gs wram*Guninipedr eumbelialey BHLHS HoDaS6,
Slur g OGBSI, Gleut SLHBW SNGIYU LTS 6T,
SHOUIDE H196WADUIU Sl 1GEHS APWDE 66T,
Sleurg Slituuen cumbelial eiapLbumiiaselr, Sleut erapHw Hied & 6fer
Fmlyser IDHMND F1b&H@ma@re6ir
GuetTEUHEPMLILIDNI, SHISHETE] &(HSISHSHEDETILILD,
6T6TOTETDTRISHEMEITLILD, S6flema&eme LD, §6MULIMISHENeTU LD LDHMILD
Sbgements: &L BeISHENaTD Bbs SGLD eLpeold LISHGHIO\sTeTer
efBLDL|GeumTT
25.12.2025-8@61 montfortnanbanpot@gmail.com
1651 Ll6tTEDTERE 6L (email) (WaauflsE HenIliLs.
ABsHs @51 S\euelluiG : esarau - aiired 2026. Het) !
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An Impulse from you Oh Lord!

Chorus :  Fill my mind Oh! Lord

Verses :

1.

To see your Power at work.

Long have I longed for an impulse from you
Oh! Lord of life and vibrant folks

Our Lord Incarnate walking our lanes

Of dust and ash that whirl up Cares

To share the Father’s love you spare

For all men and earthy lives.

Long have I longed for an impulse from you
Oh! Lord of life and awesome truths

You stirred the hearts to intense fire

Of youth that moved to Emmaus

Need we Lord such stirs of fire

To drink deep into your truth to serve.

Long have I longed for an impulse from you
Oh! Lord of love and ardent care

You enriched the heart of Zacheus

By a glance and a call by name

Floored was he but enchanted full

His vision changed to awesome fame.

Long have I longed for an impulse from you
Oh! Lord of life and woesome hearts

You asked a lady for a drink

At Joseph’s well as you did speak

Instant Preacher did she become

Turned she and folks to a new life.

Long have I longed for an impulse from you
Oh! Lord of life and youthful hearts

You stirred the hearts of Pete and Tom

One denied and other in doubt

Transformed were they to holy realm

Both bled to death in love for you..

Bro. Emmanuel P.J. (Province of Delhi)
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Abandoning Society!

The world and it’s people seem to be updating in
themselves from generation to generation. But the conflict is
‘People are upgrading but in backwards’. ‘Once the poor and
poverty-stricken children were sometimes used to be
abandoned by their own Parents themselves, but day by day it
has become very low and rare in cases. But adding to the worst
scenario, nowadays children have started abandoning their
own Parents. And the notable fact is most of the Parents or old
aged people are abandoned by the people who are
economically well settled and who are on big positions in the
society. It is what [ meant we are upgrading but in backwards.
We have just shifted from Abandoning Children to Parents. Is
this what we somehow call ourselves “upgrading or updating?”’

“Learning of practical wisdom in the world begins at the
feet of the elders.” For every man/woman who achieves
something big in his/her life, for sure there will be his/her
Parents efforts behind them. It may be physically or mentally.
Yet people are neglecting those pure souls who have been their
backbones. ‘The oldage homes which have been constructed
over many places for the purpose of old people, those who
become orphan by loosing their children or after their
children’s death. But in many cases the oldaged homes are
filled with old people who have been abandoned or rejected by
their own children.

People used to say that they are not abandoning their
Parents, they are just making them better by leaving them
alone. But leaving them alone would never make their lives
better. It will only make their worries, their lonliness their
health go worse. They only seek their children to spend time
with them, to listen to them, be with them, to care about their
goals and needs and to have a chit-chat with them and express
their love for them.
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Some of the people also used to say like ‘we don’t have
much time to take care of our Parents.” For those who are
admitting those statements, what if their Parents had no time to
take care of them and abandoned them into an orphanage,
when they were infants/babies? For those who are abandoning
their own Parents, they become bad examples to their own
children.

In future, following the miserable legacy of their Parents,
the children will also eventually abandon, those who did
abandon their parents so. And now, it is our duty and
responsibility to take care of the elderly ones who are
abandoned. We need to do something what we could prefer for
them. Also they need moral support, care and love. So we need
to spend time with them. From child to youth in the society, it
1s our responsibility to take care of them.

Let us ensure ourselves that we won’t even try to abandon
our Parents. For we have the power of changing the
tomorrow’s society. Let us keep on giving our love and support
to the elders and oldaged people around us. They are our
wisdom, guide, inspiration and great source of true and
genuine love and real protection.

“For they are the yesterday's farmers
who planted us for Tomorrow's society”

S. Akilesh Infant
Montfort Home (Juniorate), Palakurichy.

Mary our Mother

Pray for all the Aged,

the Sick, the Rejected, o
the Unloved and the Lonely... |
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Open to Jesus Christ!

St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort has been a great
Saint, who always had passion for God and compassion for
people. All throughout his life he dedicated his life at the
services of the poor and the downtrodden. People came to call
him. “The good Father de Montfort!”

Let me tell you of another fact showing ‘Montfort loved
more from his heart and hands than from his mouth’. One day
in a town called Dinan as Montfort passed by he saw a man
covered with ulcers lying on the street. The man was in a real
bad shape and not clean. Montfort took him on his shoulders
and carried him to the Missionaries’ quarters, so that he could
tale care of him as did ‘the Good Samaritan’ of the Gospel.

As he reached the front door Montfort knocked and cried
out several times. “Open to Jesus Christ”... In that whole -
hearted outcry, Montfort expressed clearly that for him, the
poor was Jesus Christ Himself. Notice that Montfort did not
say “open to someone who reminds me of Jesus Christ!”... He
did not even say : “Open for the love of Jesus Christ!”... He
said, open to Jesus Christ!”.

Because for him the poor is Jesus

He who came to open the door was very much astonished to
see him carrying a man covered with ulcers. Montfort entered
loaded with his Precious Burden. He put the man in his bed and
warmed him up as well as he could for the man was shivering
with cold. And he took care of his needs. Then he spent the
night in prayer.

Yes, during his youth, during the years of his Pastoral
service in the General Hospitals and in his life of commitment
to the Apostolic mission entrusted to him by Pope Clement XI,
Montfort was fully involved in works of corporal mercy:
giving food to the hungry, giving water those who were thirsty
giving clothes to those who were naked and quenching their
Spiritual thirst and healing their body, mind and soul.
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He welcomed the strangers, helped the sick and took care
of the aged people who had no one to care for them. He
involved in his works of Spirituality and mercy: Praying for
the living and the dead was one of his important acts of mercy.
He touched the hearts and minds of people, wherever he went.

Among the disciples of Montfort, there are the Daughters
of wisdom (Montfort Sisters), the Company of Mary
(Montfort Fathers), the Brothers of St. Gabriel (Montfort
Brothers), many “Associates” and collaborators and many
other people who in different places are living Montfort’s
spirituality and charism.

Let us be Radical Followers of the Gospel Values as
Montfort had been!

“Vive la Montfort!”

J. Rishon
Montfort Home (Juniorate), Palakurichy.
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HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS!

Glorious Golden Jubilarian
Rev. Bro. Cyriac Pulickal, sg

Sparkling Silver Jubilarians

Rev. Bro. Amal Amad, sg Rev. Bro. Arulappun, sg Rev. Bro. Innasi Asir, sg

Rev. Bro. George Fernandez, s3  Rev. Bro. Jesu Raja,sg  Rev. Bro. Michael Packiaraja, sg

Rev. Bro. Sebasfian Sekar, sy Rev. Bro. James William, sg
Prayerful Wishes from MGA, Province of Trichy.




Fr. GABRIEL DESHAYES

Re-founder of
Montfort Brothers of St.Gabriel

(Born on 06.12.1767 - Died on 28.12.1841)

Gabriel Deshayes allowed himself to be touched and challenged by the
different situations and people. He was a man who saw the reality of people’s
lives and built projects in response to the needs encountered and based on the
needs of the poorest. He refounded and strengthened the congregation of
Brothers which Montfort had founded for educational apostolate.

The spirit of Gabriel Deshayes has borne fruit throughout the past 200 years
across international congregations on all continents & across a network of
initiatives that welcome and assist young people and adults with sensory
disabilities or language disordes.

Around the world 5,000 Brothers, Sisters and their congregations &
Institutions and lay associates continue to radiate his spirit.

A GREAT FOUNDER, CO-FOUNDER, INSPIRATION, ADVISOR, PARTNER... INDEED!
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